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Unconscious Processes in Analogy-making

Symposium Abstract
Organizer: Penka Hristova, New Bulgarian University
Summary: Although much attention has been devoted to automatic information processing in the last two decades, analogy-making keeps aside from the huge interest and the enormous body of research dedicated to this question. A reasonable explanation can be traced back to the beginning of analogy research that was deeply interconnected with some complex cognitive activities as problem solving, creativity, thinking, etc.  Meanwhile, analogy-making was considered to be a fundamental human ability and was claimed to involve both top-down (i.e., conscious) processing and bottom-up (i.e., unconscious) processing.

The symposium focuses on the unconsiuos aspect of analogy-making bringing together researchers from analogy-making and relational priming domain. The current state of research would be presented and the possible theoretical foundations of the presented results would be discussed.
Speakers:
· Kevin Dunbar 

· Miriam Bassok 

· Sun Day 

· Denis Mareschal 

· Penka Hristova 
· Keith Holyoak (Discussant)
Spontaneous Analogical Mapping

P. Hristova, New Bulgarian Uneversity

The current work demonstrates how analogical mapping between pairs of words may strat spontaneously and out of awarness. The color-naming paradigm was used to demonstrate that people unintentionally and unconsciously start to establish a mapping between two simple structures. 
Unconscious Analogical Processing

K. Dunbar (Dartmouth College)
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Relational Priming in Math Problems

M. Bassok (University of Washington)
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Implicit/Explicit Analogical Reasoning

Sun Day (Indiana University)
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 Relational Priming

D. Mareschal (Birkbeck College)
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